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Brief Information About 

the Civil Society 

Organization You 

Represent 

(NGO name, purpose, 

mission, and contact 

information) 

Kaos GL is a non-governmental organization established in Turkey that 

works to promote LGBTQ+ rights and equality, and to combat 

discrimination, hate speech, and all forms of violence. It was founded as 

a magazine in 1994 and became an association in 2005. Kaos GL fights 

against all forms of discrimination and violence based on sexual 

orientation and gender identity, and works to ensure that LGBTQ+ 

individuals can access their fundamental rights and services—such as 

legal, health, social, and housing services—without facing 

discrimination. The organization documents and raises awareness of 

human rights violations against LGBTQ+ people in the media and 

public life. By engaging in dialogue with local and international 

stakeholders (bars, unions, municipalities, NGOs, etc.), Kaos GL 

increases awareness of LGBTQ+ issues. The organization operates 

under five main program areas: Human Rights; Academic and Cultural 



 

 

Studies; Media and Communication; Capacity Building; and Refugee 

Rights. 

Kaos GL’s vision is a world where everyone can exist freely with their 

sexual orientation, gender identity, expression, and characteristics; 

where LGBTQ+ rights are protected; discrimination is eliminated; and 

a pluralistic, democratic, and peaceful society is built on the principles 

of solidarity, equality, freedom, and justice. Kaos GL advocates for 

LGBTQ+ human rights, combats discrimination, organizes solidarity, 

and supports the empowerment of LGBTQ+ individuals to contribute to 

social transformation. 

Brief Biography of the 

Speaker 

(Academic/professional 

background and relevant 

experience) 

Umut Güner received peer counseling training from HATAM in 1998 

and has been active in the HIV/AIDS field since then. Since 2000, he 

has worked in civil society on LGBTQ+ rights and human rights issues. 

Between 2006 and 2008, he served as a civil society representative in 

the National AIDS Coordination and represented Kaos GL. He has 

expertise in human rights, civil society capacity building, HIV, aging, 

well-being, media monitoring, management/governance, social work, 

local government, gender issues, and LGBTQ+ rights. 

Umut Güner is a member of Kaos GL, Amnesty International, STGM, 

Pozitif Yaşam, Pembe Hayat, 17 Mayıs Association, and the Rainbow 

Against Discrimination Association. He currently serves as the General 

Coordinator of Kaos GL, is a member of the Kaos GL Magazine 

Editorial Board, and a board member of STGM. Within the 17 Mayıs 

Association, he volunteers in the Positive Space HIV Working Group, 

40+ Lubunya Aging Studies, and the Çankaya Girls Group. He is also 

part of the kaosgl.org volunteer reporter network, regularly contributing 

columns on LGBTQ+ rights, and writes the “Tanju Tar’iz” column, 

sharing Lubunya culture with the readers of kaosgl.org. 
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