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information) 

Bahçeşehir University Center for Migration and Urban Studies 

(BAUMUS) 

BAUMUS is an interdisciplinary research center that examines the 

dynamics of migration, urbanization, disasters, and social 

transformation. Established in 2014, BAUMUS aims to address 

complex global challenges related to mobility, disaster resilience, and 

urban life by integrating academic research, policy analysis, and social 

engagement. The center conducts nationally and internationally 

supported research projects; organizes conferences, workshops, and 

public lectures; and collaborates with leading institutions around the 

world. By fostering dialogue between academia, policymakers, and civil 

society, BAUMUS seeks to promote inclusive, sustainable, and 

evidence-based approaches to migration, disaster, and urban governance 

in Turkey and beyond. 

 



 

 

Brief Biography of the 

Speaker 
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background and relevant 

experience) 

Prof. Dr. Ulaş Sunata 

Ulaş Sunata is a leading sociology professor specializing in migration, 

urban studies, and diaspora research. Her pioneering work at the 

intersection of class, gender, disasters, and rights has made significant 

contributions to the development of sociological theory and the 

shaping of social policies. She is the author of influential studies on 

highly skilled labor migration, the Circassian diaspora, the Balkans, 

and the sociology of disasters, and has published extensively in 

internationally recognized journals. 

As the founding director of the Bahçeşehir University Center for 

Migration and Urban Studies (BAUMUS), Prof. Sunata has built one of 

Turkey’s foremost interdisciplinary research centers and has mentored 

more than 50 young researchers. She has led research projects under the 

European Union–funded Erasmus Mundus program “Migration, 

Diversity and Governance” (MiDiGo) as well as TÜBİTAK-supported 

studies on diaspora and post-pandemic migration. 

Prof. Sunata completed her undergraduate and graduate studies in 

Statistics and Sociology at Middle East Technical University (METU), 

and earned her Ph.D. at the Institute for Migration Research and 

Intercultural Studies (IMIS) at Osnabrück University with DAAD and 

Hans-Böckler Foundation scholarships. She continues to bridge 

contemporary sociological theory with pressing global issues such as 

refugee movements, urban inequalities, disasters, and artificial 

intelligence. 
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