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(NGO name, purpose, 
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information) 

Turkish Psychiatric Association (TPA); 

Founded in 1995, the TPA is a professional specialty association with 

6,900 members. It is committed to promoting professional and 

scientific development in the field of mental health, to standardizing 

and improving mental health treatment practices in line with scientific 

knowledge and ethical principles, to protecting public mental health, to 

advancing professional rights through solidarity, and to supporting the 

education of both professionals and society. 

The Association advocates for the right to mental health and recognizes 

social peace, equality, and access to healthcare, education, and a safe 

future for all individuals—without discrimination—as well as universal 

human rights and fundamental freedoms, as the foundation for mental 

well-being. 



 

 

It plays a pioneering role in protecting individuals and society from 

trauma, preventing traumatic experiences, and providing psychological 

support in the aftermath of disasters and traumatic events. The 

Association organizes scientific events related to psychiatric education 

and advances in the field. 

Guided by the principles of science, ethics, and solidarity, the TPA is 

the most institutionally developed professional association in the 

country. 

Brief Biography of the 

Speaker 

(Academic/professional 

background and relevant 

experience) 

Prof. Dr. Ejder Akgün Yıldırım 

Prof. Dr. Ejder Akgün Yıldırım graduated from the English 

Department of Istanbul University Cerrahpaşa Faculty of Medicine. He 

completed his residency in psychiatry at Bakırköy Mental Health and 

Neurological Diseases Hospital and also earned a PhD in physiology. 

He currently serves as the Chief of Clinic at the Bakırköy Psychotherapy 

Training and Treatment Center. He works both as a trainer and 

practitioner in the fields of psychotherapy, sexual therapy, 

psychological trauma, group work, and disaster psychiatry. 

He is the founder of the Bakırköy Trauma Therapies Group and has 

taken part in various humanitarian and psychosocial efforts, including 

serving as an observer for the Turkish Medical Association (TTB) 

during the political hunger strikes of 2000–2001, and coordinating and 

maintaining psychosocial support services following the 1999 Marmara 

Earthquake, mass terrorist attacks, and the February 6 earthquakes. 

He is the former Chair of the Executive Board of the Turkish Psychiatric 

Association and currently serves as its Vice President. 
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