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Truth Justice Memory Center (Memory Center)

The Memory Center was established as the product of a process of
reflection and research around the question: “Since we cannot move
forward without confronting the past, what should we do? What have
others done?” Following studies that began in 2009, it was officially

founded in 2011 as an Istanbul-based association.

Mission: We work to uncover the truths about serious human rights
violations that occurred in the past and continue today, support those
affected in accessing justice, and strengthen societal memory regarding
these violations. Initially, the Center focused on “enforced
disappearances” to contribute to uncovering human rights abuses during
periods of conflict and under authoritarian regimes, and to promote
accountability from a transitional justice perspective. Over the years,
with the addition of new areas of work, the Memory Center now

operates in four main fields:

1. Memory and Peace Studies
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2. Legal Studies
3. Support for Human Rights Organizations and Advocates

4. International Cooperation and Solidarity

Website: www.hafiza-merkezi.org

Email: murat@hafiza-merkezi.org

Murat Celikkan has held various positions in journalism, ranging from
reporting to editorial management and column writing. He became an
active member of Turkey’s human rights movement, serving as a
founder and member of organizations such as the Human Rights
Association, the Human Rights Foundation of Turkey, Amnesty
International, and the Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly, and held roles at
various levels within these organizations. He has worked on issues
including torture, freedom of expression, media ethics, the Kurdish
question, peace, and confronting the past. A graduate of Middle East
Technical University (ODTU), Celikkan is currently among the
directors of the Memory Center. He is also the producer of two films
and the documentary Buka Barane. A Fellow of the Columbia
University AHDA program, Celikkan was awarded the 2018 Civil
Rights Defender of the Year and the 2018 International Hrant Dink
Award.
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