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Federation of Women’s Associations of Turkey 

The Federation of Women’s Associations of Turkey (TKDF), 

established in 1976, is an umbrella organization that encompasses 7 

independent women’s associations. It operates through a wide network 

at both national and international levels, with 186 local offices across 

Turkey, 7 regional offices, and 17 country representatives. 

For nearly half a century, TKDF has been working to achieve gender 

equality, prevent violence against women, and support the 

empowerment of women and girls through advocacy, education, 

research, data production, awareness-raising activities, and inter-

institutional collaborations. 

TKDF’s Emergency Help Line (0212 656 96 96 / 0549 656 96 96) 

provides free, 24/7 support in Turkish and Arabic. 



 

 

The Federation has provided urgent protection and humanitarian 

assistance for women, children, the elderly, and persons with disabilities 

during disasters, including the 2014 Soma disaster, the 2011 Van 

earthquake, and the 2023 Kahramanmaraş earthquake. TKDF pioneered 

efforts to combat child abuse by preparing the “Incest Atlas”, the first 

comprehensive study in Turkey to make cases of incest visible. The 

Federation continues protection efforts through psychosocial and 

educational support programs for children who are victims of sexual 

abuse. 

Internationally, TKDF is the only Turkish member of the Technology 

Coalition, which includes global tech leaders such as Meta, Google, 

Amazon, Interpol, and Sony, and conducts policy and advocacy work to 

ensure child safety in the digital space. 

Additionally, TKDF promotes “Prevention of Violence and Harassment 

in the World of Work” training across Turkey under the ILO C190 

Convention, and, through the “Equality Begins Locally” project, leads 

gender equality training and policy development processes in 60 

municipalities. 

Through joint projects with United Nations agencies such as UNFPA, 

UN Women, UNDP, ILO, and with various embassies, TKDF continues 

to work resolutely to strengthen justice, equality, and women’s 

leadership. 

  www.tkdf.org.tr 

        info@tkdf.org.tr 

   0549 417 26 05 

Brief Biography of the 

Speaker 

(Academic/professional 

background and relevant 

experience) 

She began her activism at the age of 9, working with her mother’s 

campaign advocating for girls’ education. She studied Economics at 

university and has been an activist in civil society organizations focusing 

on women’s issues for 31 years. 

She contributed to seminars held in Northern Cyprus, Azerbaijan, 

Canada, Spain, and Turkey to promote women’s participation in local 
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decision-making, and to the campaign “Create Change”, which aims at 

mindset transformation on gender equality. She conducted 15 years of 

fieldwork on incest, a form of sexual abuse, across Turkey. Thanks to 

her work on the Turkey Incest Atlas, the issue has become part of the 

national discourse. 

She traveled to all 81 provinces and 605 districts of Turkey eight times, 

gaining close insight into local challenges. She led efforts in 42 

provinces to address shortcomings in the implementation of the Istanbul 

Convention, organizing meetings and establishing Coordination 

Councils that bring together public institutions, bar associations, local 

governments, and NGOs. These councils continue to operate with a 

solution-oriented approach. 

Following the earthquake disaster on February 6, she worked with 

TKDF and the private sector to establish psychosocial centers, 

contributing to the creation of 30 Mor Yerleşke Centers across 11 

provinces. 

Her most notable awards include the Atatürk Outstanding Women’s 

Service Award. In 2019, she received the Canada Human Rights Award 

for her work against violence toward women. Other honors include the 

2021 U.S. Department of State International Women of Courage Award, 

the UKKSA Lifetime Honor Award for combatting violence against 

women, the 2022 Uğur Mumcu Struggle Award from the Eskişehir 

Association of Contemporary Journalists, and the 2024 Honor Award 

from the Alanya Journalists Association. 

She currently serves as the President of the Federation of Women’s 

Associations of Turkey (TKDF), the country’s only umbrella 

organization for women, founded in 1976, with 52,500 members across 

186 locations. She is also the creator of the slogan “Struggle Wins”. 
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