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The Foundation for Releasing Children in Turkey (Tiirkiye Cocuklara
Yeniden Ozgiirliik Vakfi), established in 1992, envisions “a society
where no child is deprived of their freedom and the best interests of
children in the justice system and at-risk children are protected.” In line

with this vision, the Foundation aims to:

o Develop preventive and protective models for at-risk children
and children within the justice system,

« Strengthen institutions serving children in the justice system and
at-risk children in favor of their rights,

« Influence the rights-based transformation of perspectives toward

children in the justice system,
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o Contribute through advocacy to ensure that Turkey’s child
justice system aligns with evolving international child rights

standards.

Selmin Cansu DEMIR works in Istanbul as a freelance lawyer and
certified mediator. She is a faculty member and Clinics Coordinator at
Ozyegin University Faculty of Law. She graduated from Marmara
University Faculty of Law in 2008 and completed her master’s degree
in Human Rights Law at Istanbul Bilgi University, Institute of Social
Sciences. She earned her PhD from Istanbul University-Cerrahpasa,
Institute of Forensic Medicine and Forensic Sciences, Department of
Social Sciences, with a dissertation titled “Evaluation of Juvenile

Criminal Proceedings within the Context of Children’s Rights.”

Demir works in the fields of child law, gender equality, criminal law,
and family law. She serves as a trainer in educational programs for
children, women, incarcerated individuals, and professional
practitioners, and contributes as a researcher and consultant in national
and international human rights organizations. She is also actively
involved in volunteer work with rights-based civil society organizations.
As Chair of the Board of the Foundation for Releasing Children in
Turkey (Tiirkiye Cocuklara Yeniden Ozgiirliik Vakfi), she conducts
advocacy to develop policies and practices aimed at strengthening

children’s rights and the child justice system.
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